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Ethical and Professional Conduct  
Throughout the program, it is important for students to remember that they are enrolled in a 
program designed to train professional counselors. The use of case vignettes, live clients, and 
student experiences are essential to this process. It is, thus, expected that students will conduct 
themselves as professionals and maintain the confidentiality of all client or student material 
generated or presented in any program class. A violation of this ethical requirement of 
confidentiality will result in faculty review of students’ conduct and subsequent progress in the 
Program.  
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to change digital recordings, the class schedule may indicate more time than mandated for clinical 
process classes. CPSY 6910, 6920 and 6980 are field placement courses in service providing 
agencies. Supervisors will rate student knowledge and skill.  
  
ADMISSION AND APPLICATION  
  
Students are only admitted for Fall enrollment. For application assistance or questions regarding 
the acceptability of prerequisite courses, please contact the program director, Dr. Erika Harper. 
Additional information as well as program requirements and prerequisites can be found on our 
website:       MS in Counseling Psychology | California State University, Bakersfield 
(csub.edu) 
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• Complete the 66-semester unit program in accordance with the approved Plan of Study    
• Be in Good Standing in the MS in Counseling Psychology program: A student must 

maintain, at the end of each term of enrollment, a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher in 
courses taken to meet degree requirements and receive satisfactory evaluations of 
preprofessional development from faculty and field placement supervisors. Students not in 
Good Standing must formally request permission (and receive written approval) to enroll 
in additional graduate courses. The CPFC will review the explanations and plans set forth 
in the petition and decide whether to permit continued enrollment and what conditions must 
be met for a return to Good Standing. (See Academic Probation and Academic 
Disqualification under Division of Graduate Programs within the CSUB Catalog).   

• Be advanced to Graduate Candidacy.  
• Receive an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher for the entire 66-unit program. (Any course with 

a grade lower than B- will not count toward graduation.)  
• Take and pass the Master Comprehensive Examination. This is the culminating activity for 

the M.S. in Counseling Psychology program completed at the conclusion of the Master 
Comprehensive Examination course (CPSY 6460). All students must take and pass this 
exam to graduate.  

• This three-year course sequence is for full-time students and requires attendance four late 
afternoons or evenings a week for the duration of the program.  In addition, students are required 
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course will provide didactic and experiential learning opportunities while exploring the various 
theories and research-supported counseling strategies and techniques to aid in the treatment of 
compassion fatigue and vicarious trauma.  
 
CPSY 6110 Counseling Skills (3)  
Interpersonal processes fundamental to the development of psychotherapeutic counseling 
strategies, with an emphasis on processes underlying verbal and nonverbal communication and the 
use of clinical skills applicable to interviewing, assessment, and intervention. Practice in simulated 
laboratory situations. Prerequisite: Admission to the MS in Counseling Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6120 Psychopathology and Diagnostic Interviewing (3)  
Examination of major types of psychopathology. Techniques of intake interviewing and 
determining mental status to formulate a differential diagnosis based upon the Diagnostic and 
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders. Prerequisite: Admission to the MS in Counseling 
Psychology.  
 
CPSY 6130 Adult and Family Development (3)  
Exploration of the biological, psychological, and social developmental tasks and life events of the 
adult years from an individual, family, couple, and vocational perspective. Focus on sociocultural, 
gender and family issues salient to relationships, separ
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CPSY 6240 Cultural Intersectionality in Counseling (3)  
Focus on the intersection and convergence of culture, race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, disability, 
socioeconomic status, religion, acculturation, and chronological age. Attention also is given to 
issues of privilege, marginality, and oppression, including sexism, racism, classism, ableism, 
ageism, and heterosexism. Theoretical perspectives on multicultural counseling will be examined 
as well as strategies for intervention, advocacy, and promotion of social justice. Fulfills instruction 
in the areas of study specified in Business and Professions Code for LMFT and LPCC, Sections 
4980.36 and 4999.33. Prerequisite: Classified standing in the MS in Counseling Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6250 Psychopharmacology (3)  
Fulfills the California Board of Behavioral Sciences requirement for surveying the use of 
pharmacological agents in patient care. Mechanisms of action, indications for referral and 
monitoring, common interactions and iatrogenics will be introduced. Prerequisites: Classified 
Standing in the MS in Counseling Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6260 Addictions Counseling (3)  
Fulfills the California Board of Behavioral Sciences requirement for surveying the treatment of 
substance-related and addiction disorders. This course focuses on understanding clinical issues 
related to addictions counseling and will address etiology, diagnosis, and treatment of addictions. 
Additional focus will be placed on developing understanding of recovery, co-occurring mental 
health issues, social and psychological implications of socioeconomic position, and cultural 
awareness and competencies. Prerequisites: Classified Standing in the MS in Counseling 
Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6270 Career Development Counseling (3)  
Focuses on the process of career development through the life span, including an emphasis on 
theory, resources and application, the interface between the individual and the work world, and the 
interactions of work and family. Special attention to adjustment to disability, and the role of 
contextual variables including gender, ethnicity, social class, sexual orientation and identity. 
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how each approach is used in clinical, school, and marriage and family counseling applications. 
Prerequisite: Admission to the MS in Counseling Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6360 Advanced Counseling Skills (2)   
Exploration of counseling skills used in supportive, insight-oriented, and process-oriented 
psychotherapies. Involvement in experiential activities designed to relate the observation, 
demonstration, and practice of psychotherapy to case formulation. Prerequisite: CPSY 6110, 6310 
and admission to the MS in Counseling Psychology.  
  
CPSY 6410 Theories of Family Counseling (3)  
Focus on major systemic and nonsystemic orientations in relationship, couples, and family 
counseling. Attention to the psychodynamics of relationships and transcultural family systems, 
communications theory, and the role of family of origin in individual and family functioning.  
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covered will be issues of development, adjustment, and maladjustment, and health and wellness 
promotion. Counts toward the MFT/PCC practicum requirement (Business and Professions Code, 
Chapter 1054, Section 4980.43, a-d; and 4999.33-36). Limited to 6 students per section. 
Prerequisite: Graduate Candidacy standing in the MS in Counseling Psychology, background 
check, and professional liability insurance.  
  
CPSY 6820 Practicum II (2)  
A continuation of CPSY 6810. A supervised clinical practicum within the scope and practice of a 
Marriage and Family Therapist or Professional Clinical Counselor. Application of counseling 
procedures, with a focus on assessment, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of familial and 
relationship dysfunctions. Also covered will be issues of development, adjustment, and 
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count toward requirements for the MS in Counseling Psychology. Offered on a credit, nocredit 
basis only. Requires approval by the sponsoring faculty member and the CPSY Program 
Coordinator.  
  
CPSY 6990 Independent Graduate Study (1-3)  
Individual supervision of counseling or investigation of an approved project leading to a written 
report. May be repeated for credit. Offered on a credit, no-credit basis only. Requires a petition for 
individual study approved by the sponsoring faculty member and the CPSY Program Coordinator.  


