Fair Access Briefing (May 2016)



VR (R

We are a group of students, academics
and professional sta . We each bring
our di erent expertise, experiences
and disciplinary practices to help shape
new ways of doing and thinking about
widening participation.

The Principal Investigators of the
project are:

Dr Vanessa Heaslip
(Faculty of Health & Social Sciences)

Dr Clive Hunt
(Faculty of Science & Technology)

Vanessa and Clive lead a core group of
researchers:

Ed Bickle
(PhD student)

Dr Sue Eccles
(Faculty of Media & Communications)

Lizzie Gauntlett
(PhD student)

Dr Maggie Hutchings
(Faculty of Health & Social Sciences)

Professor Colin Pritchard
(Faculty of Health & Social Sciences)

Jane de Vekey (SUBU)
Dr Alex Wardrop (CEL)

Julie Atherton
(Project Co-ordinator)

For more information and to read some
of our Fair Access Research blogs take a
look at the Centre for Excellence blog:

https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/
about/centre-excellence-learning/our-
research/fair-access

Why does fair access research matter?

Universities and colleges in England have forecast
spending £750.8 million on interventions and
financial support to enable marginalised and
underrepresented learners to access and succeed
across higher education.

Knowing that this expenditure is being e ectively
used to support those students most in need is of
paramount importance.

Widening participation research matters because
the more that we know about the challenges that
some students face in accessing and succeeding
in university, the better placed we are to work
together to change policy and practice.

Researching the experiences of marginalised and
underrepresented learners can be the first step in
transforming educational inequalities.

This matters to BU because the university is
committed to nurturing the values of creating,
sharing and inspiring. Having a diverse student
body who feel included in the co-creation

of the university experience is at the core of
BU’s values and vision.

Finding the best ways to support di erent groups
of students to belong at BU is an essential

part of ensuring students stay and succeed
during their time here.

Our Fair Access Research aligns the university’s
vision for a fusion of research, education and
professional practice. We recognise that it is
through ongoing knowledge exchange that new
ideas, new learning and new leadership in this
area can be realised.

This project matters to you because it is about
the students you teach and those who you reach
with your research.

Widening participation does not begin or end with
entry to university. It is something which extends to
every area of higher education.

We want to know how widening participation
fits into your teaching and research practice
and find ways to create a sustainable culture of
widening participation.

By working together, we can find ways
to reduce the barriers and improve the
opportunities for all students.
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